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News from the Education for Homeless Children and Youth Office 
 

June 9, 2010 
 

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Act: 
Maintaining Educational Continuity for Homeless Children and Youth in Vermont 

  
In This Issue…  

• End of School Year Verification of Homeless Status  
• Annual Reporting on Services to Homeless Students...Due June 30th   
• Vermont Homeless Children and Youth Project Staff Changes  
• A Message from MaryEllen Mendl...Vermont 2-1-1 

  
End of School Year Verification of Homeless Status... The McKinney Vento Law states that 
“A homeless child or youth’s right to attend their school of origin extends for the duration of 
homelessness”. The homeless status of students in your school district/supervisory union should 
be reviewed and verified prior to the end of the school year. A student who remains homeless 
after the end of the school year has the right to attend the school of origin during the following 
year and transportation would continue. If you have questions regarding homeless status, refer to 
the Liaison Worksheet for guiding questions on determination of homeless status 
at  http://education.vermont.gov/new/pdfdoc/pgm_homeless/toolbox/liaison_worksheet_0708.pd
f  or contact the Vermont Homeless Children and Youth Project staff for assistance.  
  
It is important to also remember that “Children and youth who become homeless in between 
academic years are entitled to attend their school of origin for the following academic year”. For 
additional McKinney Vento Law information, refer to the Summary of McKinney Vento Act 
Provisions in your Resource Packet from the DOE or click into the Summary at: 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/pdfdoc/pgm_homeless/resources/key_provisions_summary.pd
f . If a student becomes permanently housed during the school year, transportation to school of 
origin is not required but can be provided and federal funding, including Title 1 homeless set 
aside funding, may be used to provide the transportation.  
  
In addition, it is important to remember that there is no time limit on homelessness, and that 
schools must accommodate students for the entire duration of homelessness.  
  
Annual Reporting on Services to Homeless Students Due June 30th... Each Homeless 
Education Liaison has received notification that you are a registrant on the G3 System at the 
Vermont Department of Education. This is the online system for reporting data on services to 
homeless students during the 2009-10 school year. We expect to have this system up and running 
for entry of your data by next week.  
  
Only information required for federal reporting pur poses is requested. You will answer 
these two questions in the G3 system next week: 
  
1. Provide the number of homeless children and youth enrolled in your supervisory union / 
school district according to the grade level groups below including preschool to grade 12. 
2. Of the total number of homeless children and youth, excluding preschoolers, provide the 
estimated numbers who have the following as their primary night residence at the time of 
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initial identification, including the categories of Sheltered, Unsheltered, Doubled Up or 
Hotel/Motel. 
  
The totals of both questions should be equal. 
  
Information on how to access the G3 system and the steps to take to enter your data will be 
sent out as soon as the system is active. It is important to keep all referral forms and 
worksheets in a notebook so that this data is easily accessible at the end of the school year and to 
document your compliance with the McKinney Vento Law requirements. Both the referral forms 
and worksheets are included in your packet from the DOE...and can be accessed on the Liaison 
Toolbox website at: http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_homeless/toolbox.html 
  
  
Vermont Homeless Children and Youth Project Staff Changes… Both Mike Mulcahy, State 
Coordinator for the VHCYP, and Donna Griffin, VHCYP North Region Staff , will be 
leaving the program with thanks from the state office and the many folks who have received 
technical assistance and support from Mike and Donna in the past few years. Sally Williams and 
Jane Munroe, both well known VHCYP staff members, will continue with the program; Sally 
will cover the northern region of the state and Jane will continue to cover the southern region. An 
updated VHCYP brochure will be up on the website soon. If you need technical assistance, 
contact Sally Williams at (802) 233-1832 or Jane Monroe at (802) 483-2198.   
  
  
Vermont 2-1-1...Get Help, Give Help, Discover Options ...Hundreds of callers in 2009 found 
out about Vermont 2-1-1 from their (or their children’s) school.  Giving out the easy to 
remember 3 digit phone number is a great way for schools to help connect students and their 
families to services.  Vermont 2-1-1 is a free and confidential service of the United Ways of 
Vermont.  When someone dials 2-1-1 they will receive person-to-person assistance 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week.  Language translation is also available.   
  
Each year Vermont 2-1-1 compiles the data collected from callers who self report they are 
homeless or at risk (within three days) of becoming homeless. From January 1 to December 31, 
2009, Vermont 2-1-1 received 814 calls from individuals and families who were homeless or at 
immediate risk of being homeless.  That is more than two people a day.  The complete report 
can found at  http://www.vermont211.org/images/stories/Documents/2009homelessreport.pdf . 
  
If you are having a housing emergency or you are homeless, dial 2-1-1 and an Information & 
Referral Specialist will provide needs assessment, problem solving support, information and 
referrals to a wide range of services, including: homeless shelters, housing organizations, rent 
and security deposit assistance, food, clothing, transportation, health and mental health services, 
and domestic violence services.  You may also be connected with your school homeless 
education liaison, who work with families and youth to provide information on federal and state 
laws that address the needs of homeless children and youth. 
  
MaryEllen Mendl, CIRS. 
Director, Vermont 2-1-1 
United Ways of Vermont 
412 Farrell Street, Suite 200 
S. Burlington, VT  05403 
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802-861-7844 (direct line) 
802-861-2544 (fax) 
maryellen@unitedwaysvt.org  
Our mission: to promote the health and well-being of all people in Vermont through a statewide 
information and referral system for streamlined access to community resources. 
 


